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N e w s  B r i e f s
Convention Keynote Presentation Available 
for Purchase on DVD

T
The Little Brown Jug: The Michigan-

Minnesota Rivalry

Traveling South for the Winter? Change 
Your Mailing Address

RWCS Newsletter

Add/Update Your E-mail Address on the 
RWCS Website

W
RWCS Board of Directors Calls for 
Nominations

T

RWCS 
Newsletter

    
    
    

ABOUT THE COVER

O RWCS Newsletter

    

    

    -Rick Natynski, 
    RWCS Newsletter Editor
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Do you know someone 
who should be a member 

of the Red Wing Collectors 
Society? Instead of tube socks 
or a blender, give them the 
gift of RWCS membership this 
holiday season. We can send a 
membership packet and card 
to you in time for Christmas 
or as a hostess gift. Contact the 
office and we can assist you.

Looking for that perfect 
Christmas gift? Give
RWCS Membership! 
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Story by 

News from YOUR Pottery Museum of Red Wing

A 
Red Wing Area 
Fund Grant

Jones Family Foundation Grant

Red Wing Housing and Redevelopment Grant

Schmidt Foundation Grant

Give to The Max
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We saw you there!

Clifford & Allison Olson brought stoneware and fresh 
Wisconsin cheese curds to the show.

Chris Tincher had a well-rounded selection 
of stoneware and furniture on display.

Larry Schwartz scored this 
sweet 10 gallon Ice Water.

Local repurposer Sandy Carlson 
was in her element in Walnut.

RWCS Member Roxie 
Lockard and her husband, 
Tim, founded and organized 
the first Fall Antique Festival 
in Walnut, Iowa in 2011. The 
event continues to get bigger 
and better every year. This 
year’s show took place Sept. 
19-20, and more than 80 
quality dealers attended.

Bob Morawski on the prowl 
for good Red Wing.

Longtime dealer Scott Spompinato reported good overall sales at Walnut. Lori Miller & Todd Grams 
admiring some fine salt glaze.

Mike & 
Jodie Toby 
sold at the 
event and 
also added 
some new 
pieces to their 
collection.

The Walnut Antique Fall Festival
Photos by 

Dan Allers & his wife, Jo, offered a nice 
selection of primitives.

Sandra & Lee Elder
Tim Suhr owns & operates 
the Granary Antique Mall 
with his brother, Troy.

This photo shows why “Jim Hackett” and “big load of 
stoneware” are often mentioned in the same sentence.

Larry Peterson and Dave Hallstrom made
a satisfied customer out of John Germann.

Bill Prock made the 
haul from NW Wis. 
As always, he brought 
a quality selection of 
Red Wing and more!

Wanda & Charles Bane

Heidi Patterson 
staffed a booth 
to recruit new 
RWCS members.
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At right: This 
technical diagram of 
the Gas Generator that 
Clarence L. Gerrard 
submitted with his 
patent application on 
Feb. 23, 1906 shows 
the placement of the 
Gas Generator jug 
outlined in red. The 
patent was issued on 
Nov. 20, 1906.

Above: Exact green measurements were provided with this order entry, which appears on pg. 65 of the 
. Making the jugs this size ensured that they would fit inside the Gas Generator’s case after the 

clay shrank from being fired in the kiln. Note that the order specified for the jugs to be “stamped back under 
handle” – likely so the ink stamp could be read when the jug was placed in the case.

W  Red Wing Potteries’ Ledger

Ledger
Ledger

Ledger

United States Patent Office Official Gazette

The Gas GeneraTor JuG
Story by RWCS Newsletter 

At only 7 inches 
tall, the Gas 
Generator jug 
is shorter than 
a standard Red 
Wing 1 qt. 
shoulder jug.
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A Death Of A Business

*

    
    

    

Although she didn’t know it at the time, Red Wing Potteries artist Betty Olson created some of the 
most interesting and highly coveted “lunch hour” plates in the history of the Red Wing Potteries.

Story by
RWCS Newsletter

Story continued on next page

*

RWCS Newsletter.

At left: Former Red 
Wing Pottery owner 
Scott Gillmer poses with 
the two Betty Olson-
painted plates he owns. 
The one on the left 
includes the names and 
birthdates of himself, 
sister, Jenifer, and 
brother, Matthew. 

Their youngest 
brother, Jason, 
has a plate 
with a 
cartoon-
like man 
on it, 
similar 
to the 

plates 
pictured on the 

next two pages.
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Pictorial by 

This
pair of plates

appears courtesy
of the Goodhue County 

Historical Society.

These 
two plates 

belong to Scott
Gillmer, grandson of
Richard A. Gillmer.

Pictorial by 

This
pair of plates

appears courtesy
of the Goodhue County 

Historical Society.

These 
two plates 

belong to Scott
Gillmer, grandson of
Richard A. Gillmer.

Licensed to . Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society



9

Above: 
The “Flower Child” plate that appeared on the 
cover of the February 2007 
sold on eBay for more than $1,300 in December 
2006. That plate is a different variation than the 
Flower Child plate pictured above left.

At left: These plates were made for Joy Nygaard, 
who worked at the Potteries from 1947-1967.

Editor’s 
note: If you

own a plate from
Red Wing’s final

firing that isn’t pictured here,
please send a photo to

NEWSLETTER@REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG
so it can be shared in

a future issue.
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Seeking Info on Dated 
Red Wing Gray Line & 
Saffron Ware Advertising

 -Brent Mischke, RWCS Member

Above: Examples of the slogans suggested by the Red Wing Union Stoneware Co. pamphlet are pictured below.
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February 5-7, 2016 
Oconomowoc, Wis.

Lodging
 

00

00

Deadlines 

 TBA
  

  

 

Schedule

MidWinter Crocktoberfest Stein: Ein prosit!

Times and room locations are subject to 
change. Visit the RWCS website for updates.

MidWinter 2016

Crocktoberfest

Above: Red Wing made 
this hand-colored mug for 

the Bratwursthaus between 
the 1940s and 1960s. Bottom-signed “Red 

Wing USA”, it was also made in brown glaze.

uten tag, von

volksfest

.

schönsten dirndls lederhosen
Freitag Nacht

dirndl Ausgezeichnet

willkommen
Auf Wiedersehen!         
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RED WING
WANTED

4
. 

.

 

A D  R AT E S C L A S S I F I E D S

RED WING FOR SALE

4 .

Classified ads are 20¢ per word for members 
and 30¢ per word for non-members;  $4 mini-
mum charge and are accepted on a first-come, 
first-served basis. In addition to appearing in 
the newsletter, classifieds and display ads are 
posted on the RWCS website.

Ads are divided into the following sections: 
Red Wing For Sale, Red Wing Wanted, Other 
Pottery For Sale, Other Pottery Wanted, 
Events, Auctions, Clubs & Publications and 
Websites, Announcements and Services. You 
will not be charged for these words, but please 
indicate which section your ad should be placed 
in. If  ad is to run in more than one issue, 
please indicate at time of  placement. (Note: the 
small number at the end of  an ad tells when 
the ad expires, e.g., 4/16. Ads without dates are 
one-time ads.) Please type or print clearly and 
proofread before submission.

DISPLAY ADS
Display Ad Size  1x  6x
Full page   $425  385
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)   225  205
1/4 page   125  115
1/8 page  85  70
Display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.

Display Ad Dimensions
Full Page   7 1⁄2 x 10
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)   7 1⁄2 x 4 7⁄8
1/4 page   3 5⁄8 x 4 7⁄8
1/8 page   3 5⁄8 x 2 1⁄4

Display ads are accepted on a first-come, first-
served basis. The publisher reserves the right to 
refuse ads for any reason.

Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS 
or PDF file for PC. If  you are unsure about 
acceptability, inquire with the editor. There 
is an additional 10 percent fee for design and 
makeup if  needed ($10 minimum).

DEADLINES
Issue    Ads           Editorial     Mail Date
February   Jan. 10     Jan. 1      Feb. 15
April    March 10    March 1    April 15
June    May 10     May 1        June 15
August   July 25     July 15       Aug. 31
October   Sept. 10     Sept. 1      Oct. 15
December   Nov. 10     Nov. 1      Dec. 15

EDITOR ADDRESS
Make checks payable to RWCS and mail with ads:

 Rick Natynski
 PO Box 198
 Pewaukee, WI 53072

Can also submit ads by e-mail: send to 
 and send 

checks separately. Or, call Rick at 414-416-WiNG (9464).
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February   Jan. 10     Jan. 1      Feb. 15
April    March 10    March 1    April 15
June    May 10     May 1        June 15
August   July 25     July 15       Aug. 31
October   Sept. 10     Sept. 1      Oct. 15
December   Nov. 10     Nov. 1      Dec. 15

EDITOR ADDRESS
Make checks payable to RWCS and mail with ads:

 Rick Natynski
 PO Box 198
 Pewaukee, WI 53072

Can also submit ads by e-mail: send to 
 and send 

checks separately. Or, call Rick at 414-416-WiNG (9464).
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Coming in the December Issue...
U t a h  a d v e r t i s i n g

s t o n e w a r e ,  P a r t  i

R

Red Wing Art Pottery II

Highlights from the
Willie Safe Red Wing 
Collection Auction

Pictured on page 180 of , Dave Hallstrom 
remembers watching in horror when this iconic 25½ inch-tall 
clown met its demise. It happened when Willie was carting it off the 
elevator at the Goodhue County History Center. The Mica Bronze 
glaze from the Concord dinnerware line dates it to the 1940s or 
1950s. Willie acquired it from Tom Arnold, former ceramic engineer 
at the Red Wing Potteries. The broken pieces sold at the auction for 
$130; the new owner plans to have it professionally restored before 
putting it on display at the Pottery Museum of Red Wing.

3½-inch long Albany slip 
Elephant, $440.

Hand-painted and signed 
pieces from Charles Mur-
phy are seldom offered for 
sale. Despite a small rim 
chip, this incredible platter 
was a great buy at $500.

Figure of an Indian mother 
with baby in papoose on back, 
signed “Stenwick Red Wing” 
$370. Like the Murphy platter 
above, Stenwick pieces don’t 
come up for sale very often.

Rare “No. 17 BMIU” 
mini jug with wing, 
$2,400.

MN Federation of 
Labor Convention 
mini jug, $475.

“Redmen” mini jug, 
$330 (small chip).

#231 
Nokomis 
console 
bowl, 
$180.

Nokomis 
& bisque 
candlesticks, 
$110.

This 1 gal Potters 
Excursion jug was the star 
of the show, selling for 
$6,600. Other than a few 
shoulder flakes, it was in 
excellent condition and it 
boasted a nice dark ink 
stamp.

Standing 13½ 
inches tall, this rare 
bail-handled sponged 
cream jar sold for 
$2,900 (small chip). 
Although it was 
missing a lid, the 
winning bidder had 
a correct one at home 
that fit it perfectly.

This peculiar “lunch 
hour” piece sold for 
$240. It consisted 
of a shoe signed 
“Minn SW Co” and 
a stoneware marble 
on top of a small 
Ceramastone 
plate. Seeing that 
the pieces were 
only attached by 
glue, the winning 
bidder pried them apart and was rewarded with a test 
glaze number scrawled on the bottom of the shoe.

Odd stoneware 
bowl bottom-signed 
“Red Wing Oven 
Ware”, $110.

2 gal North Star salt 
glaze jug, $625.

“Lunch hour” Badger on Foot-
ball signed “Bets”, $70 (chips).

Aug. Becker white cher-
ryband pitcher, $1,200.

Union Sewer Pipe 
salesman’s sample, 
$200. Minne-ha-ha- 
adv. crock, $1,250.

C h a r l e s  M U r P h y :
t h e  F i r s t  i n  a  s e r i e s
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